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6342€“644) until he became governor of Syria during the reign of his Umayyad relative, Caliph Uthman (r. 6442€“656). He entered into an alliance with the powerful Banu of the province. In 656, the rebellion was crushed with the help of Arab mercenaries, whom the Umayyads recruited in Arabia, and the rebels were executed. Many of the rebels fled north, where they joined a tribe called the Sakaliba. The
leader of the tribe was executed, and his head was sent to the caliph. Then Abu Muslim became governor of Syria, and a year later his son Omar was elected caliph. At the beginning of 661, Abu Muslim ordered the killing of all Muslim scholars. According to some reports, he ordered the killing of Christians as well.
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