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Ronaldo came off the bench to score twice as Portugal overcame Slovakia in a Euro 2016 qualifier on
Saturday. The 27-year-old replaced Cristiano Ronaldo just before half-time and scored a penalty to

give Portugal victory. Ronaldo had given Portugal an early lead with a penalty before his fellow
forward Silvestre Varela struck soon after. Portugal boss Fernando Santos told BBC Sport: "Ronaldo

has some problems in the back, that's why he came on in the second half. "But he's OK and
everybody must wait and see how he feels." Ronaldo, who scored twice as Brazil thumped Paraguay

6-0 in the last round of qualifiers, was thrilled to play despite his problems. "I hope it is a good
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omen," he said. "I'd love to play more. It's too early to have any thoughts about what the future
holds for me." Ronaldo is currently serving a ban from Fifa and the Portuguese FA after refusing to

report for a World Cup qualifier in October. Portugal top Group B with eight points from three games.
"It's a big win, I'm happy for all the players," said Portugal coach Fernando Santos, who has won 12

of his 17 matches in charge. "It was more important to win the second leg. It's good to have Cristiano
back. The players showed we are a big team." Ronaldo's return Ronaldo's goal was his 42nd of the
season, as he overtook Raul as Portugal's most prolific scorer in European qualifiers with his 24th

goal for the nation. He made way for Varela at the break, but could have been involved much earlier
when Portugal were awarded a free-kick just outside the Slovakia box. Portugal's attacking threat
was most obvious when Nani was given time and space to cut inside to shoot, but he sent his shot

high over the bar. Varela, making his competitive debut for Portugal, had a chance when he pounced
on a sloppy backpass in the box, but his effort was blocked by Dominik Krauth. Man of the match -

Ronaldo (Portugal
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