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to his longtime advocate, Chinese President Xi Jinping. The Dalai Lama did not elaborate on what he meant by the statement, which was made on the second day of his first visit to Dharamshala in India. China last week said it was preparing to take unspecified “necessary measures” against the Dalai Lama following a statement issued by

the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader earlier in the week. The two-day visit by the Dalai Lama, who spent most of the last 47 years in exile in India after fleeing Tibet, will be his first-ever trip to the Himalayan town. A Dharamshala-based group, Free Tibet, criticised China for its apparent attempt to “intimidate” the Dalai Lama, who has
been described by Beijing as a “dangerous separatist”. “By sending several senior Chinese officials to Dharamshala to meet him, the Chinese state has sought to intimidate and unduly influence his official visits,” said the group’s director, Sam van Schaik. “Such actions further embolden China to pursue further ‘re-education’ and ‘re-

education through labour’ in Tibet, as well as other repressive tactics.” Van Schaik said China had continued an “inhumane” policy of “forced assimilation” in Tibet since its occupation of the region in 1950. A generation of the people of the Dharamshala area has grown up hearing about the existence of a “beautiful Tibet”, he added. But
“these efforts at force and repression to incite the general public and make them believe in what a small group of officials tell them is the reality, will only further weaken the Tibetan people’s desire for freedom,” he said. Bhutan, Nepal and India have refrained from granting the Dalai Lama’s government-in-exile diplomatic recognition

and have previously accused it of being 1cb139a0ed
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