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20.Mountain Canyons of Valles Centrales, Argentine The first time I’d heard of the mountain
canyons of Valles Centrales was in David Rood’s 2001 book on the Nuevo/new/Old World rhyolitic
ignimbrite volcanoes of northern Argentina, and it wasn’t until I read it that I really got a strong
urge to visit these spectacular canyons themselves. Some twenty-five or so years later I finally

made it down there, and I’d like to share some of my impressions with you. Valles Centrales are a
UNESCO World Heritage Site containing seventeen (17) natural canyons and craters, all of which

were formed during the Holocene epoch (6,000 years ago). The canyons are deep and sharp-
walled, with vertical walls and drop-offs on the order of some forty metres (140 ft). The number of
canyons has been greatly reduced, probably due to wind and water erosion; all that remains today
are four or five in total. By the time the glaciers and rivers had finished gouging these canyons out
of the rock, they were deep and wide, averaging between 20 and 80 metres (60 to 260 ft) across,
with overall depths reaching 100 metres (330 ft). The oldest of these canyons predate the other
craters in the park, forming at the dawn of the Late Pleistocene; however, they are very much
narrower, less than 10 metres wide at their widest point, and most are uni-lobate (i.e. they are

easily split into two halves by a strike-slip displacement). The youngest is dated to between
7200-5500 years ago, which makes it younger than the Chaitén-Independencia-Nuevo Progreso
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