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The present invention relates to

a transmission and reception
switching circuit, a

communication apparatus, and a
communication method. 2.

Description of the Related Art
Various kinds of network

communication systems, such as
a video conference system, a
multipoint video telephone

system, and a video file transfer
system, are known as

communication systems for
transmitting and receiving
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image data through a network
such as the Internet. Further,
methods are known in which
users who use communication
apparatuses on a network, such

as image signal transmitting
apparatuses and image signal

receiving apparatuses, exchange
image data, such as image data
for which communications are
performed between a user on a

network and another user
through a network, with each

other. Furthermore, for
example, a communication

apparatus is known in which
image data is transmitted and

received through a network in a
unified manner by using a

public communication path,

                               5 / 8



 

such as a public network and a
public line, and an internal

communication path, such as a
LAN (local area network). In
this type of communication

apparatus, a problem occurs in
that a communication error can

occur in a communication
apparatus operating on a public
communication path. In order to

solve this problem,
communication is performed

between a communication
apparatus operating on the

public communication path and
a communication apparatus

operating on the internal
communication path, using a

predetermined protocol, such as
VTC (Video Teleconferencing)
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for performing communications
of an image signal in a video

conference system, a video file
transfer protocol for performing

communications of an image
file in a video file transfer
system, and a file transfer

protocol of ISDN (Integrated
Services Digital Network) (
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