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Fans of the movie "American
Graffiti" could be hanging new
signs on their lawns in a few
weeks: "It's so beautiful here."
Author and screenwriter Richard
Mast (shown) says the
experiences he passed on to
"American Graffiti" audiences in
1972 were an antidote to the
political and economic chaos of
the '60s. "It's a pleasure to drive
down Main Street," Mast says.
"And it's also a pleasure to watch
the kids play in the
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neighborhoods. There was no
sense of tension. There was no
sense of insecurity, no sense of
uneasiness, no sense of anxiety in
the streets." But for 35 years,
Mast has been haunted by the
sense that "American Graffiti"
could be taken from him. In the
summer of 2009, he began to
hear rumors that the movie was
being developed into a TV series.
He did some research online.
Then, for the first time, he found
the movie-maker, George Lucas.
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"I wrote to him and said, 'I want
to help. I want to do something,'"
Mast said. "He was very
gracious, not at all offended. So I
wrote him back. You know, it's
been 35 years, how do I find
him?" Mast offered his new
contact information: to his e-
mail, to his website and on
Facebook. He hopes to gain
access to George Lucas' inner
circle. "I think it's really
important for all of us to know
what went into that film," he
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said. "Who was the woman
[Lucas' wife] who passed on
these stories to him?" Mast
suspects that the answer might lie
in the movie itself. But he's not
sure. "You never know," he said.
"I want to know exactly what
happened." David K. Johnson
was 11 years old when he and his
friends cruised Main Street in
Modesto, California, on July 4th
weekend in 1973. The setting of
"American Graffiti" is a
fictionalized version of Modesto,
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