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Islands Station on July 13, 1948 from Henry F. Kleinberg who was suffering from a serious illness.
Knowles was a retired captain from the U. S. Coast Guard. He received orders to take over the station

from the commanding officer at the time, Charles L. Reed, who was on vacation. In 1950, the station was
included in a plan to build a new Thimble Islands Lighthouse at a cost of $5.6 million, which would serve
as a response to the flood of excess gravel being dumped on and around the base of the island. However,

due to reduced budgets, such a project could not be implemented. After being with the Coast Guard for 12
years, Penn Knowles retired at the age of 58. He was replaced on the Thimble Islands Station by Alfred S.
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