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it is worth remembering that nazrul s songs are easy to sing and hard to sing badly. they are a medium which
allows anybody to sing them beautifully. in the sixties, one of the big problems with nazrul s songs was that the
fifties music industry was simply not producing enough good singers to perform them. the very first time i was
able to sing my own song was the moment when i found myself accompanying kazi nazrul. i just sat there and
sang. there were no words, no notes, nothing. i just sang what i wanted. pablo is often referred to as the father of
nazrul s music. his compositions ranged from mukhosh to shankar alo, but the student who became the main
interpreter of nazrul s songs was the great hindustani singer noor jehan, who was born in 1920 and died in 1980.
our assumption however is incorrect. meghla had invited the young man, also named meghla, to accompany her
to the studio, where she would sing nazrul geeti, which he had heard about and wanted to know more. she is
actually singing the song as part of the bangladesh music conference. the young man, who has been playing up to
now, suddenly sits down and bursts into tears, bawling, this is what im going to be if i dont get married. i want to
be a nazrul geeti singer. the day im 16, i will leave home and sing. the young man, whose name is only ruhul, has
a firm belief in nazrul geeti as a voice for the people of bangladesh, which he hopes to sing to the world. he has
found his voice, and he is sure that he will leave home to sing. he will do so as soon as he becomes 16, the age he
will turn if he does not get married. his mother will not let him go. she will do what she can to prevent it.
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he was one of the
founders of the nazrul
sangeet centre in dhaka.
its a very small
organisation. all our
labours go into holding
classes and workshops. if
you are a student, you
must take at least two
classes. at least one on
singing and another on




reading and listening. to
make a small
achievement in life, you
must make a big effort.
to reach that level, you
have to make some
effort. that is what nazrul
sangeet is about. |
suggest that as part of
our curriculum, we
should teach nazrul
sangeet in schools. we
have to do everything In




our power to reach that
goal. so, for instance, we
have produced a book
called nazrul sangeet
modernised, which has
been published in hard
copy and digital formats.
we also have a facebook
page. we have classes
online. we are trying to
work with schools and
also with college level
music institutes to make




them aware of this
music. they are the ones
who can help. there are
several things that are
difficult to explain. its
not as easy to explain
nazrul sangeet as it is to
explain shakespeare or
ajay birlas poetry. you
can explain what he
wrote, why he wrote It,
but you cannot explain
what he is. as shakil




says, one can explain
everything to somebody
else. but to the artiste,
he doesnt need an
explanation. but to the
younger generation,
they want explanations.
thats what we are trying
to do. the film industry
has long held that nazrul
S songs are outdated
and have lost their
Interest value.




accordingly, he has only
been awarded an
honorary title of singer In
the national cinema
academy. an actor who
plays a singer in the
television adaption of his
soNngs appears to be a
rare occurrence,
particularly for those
nazrul admirers who
follow his music like the
zealous fans they are.
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