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always have a special place in the hearts of
conservatives. Both women, for very different
reasons, gave the movement an interesting

political figure, even if neither one was able to
win a race for Senate. O'Donnell, whose

flagrant and cynical embrace of the Tea Party
movement during the 2010 elections made her

a contemporary of Sarah Palin's, did win an
election for U.S. Senate in Delaware, and

placed third in the GOP primary in the latest off-
year election. She ran a campaign that

mesmerized the right, with appearances on
shows like Glenn Beck's, wild claims that she,
too, had been a victim of federal harassment
as a teen, and a rather fanatical pastor who
continued to preach on the Sunday after the

election. Her story became part of the
mythology of the movement, and she even had

the mystique of a Puritan witch-hunt, with
people in line to play judges and hangmen on
the trail. Much of the right, for the time being,
thinks she should have won, and certainly is
not about to shed any tears for her loss. Pat

Robertson, on the other hand, went quietly and
swiftly from the political margins to a leading

part of the movement. He was still peddling his
Christian extremism from the cable airwaves.

His Christian Broadcasting Network was
offering up hour-long commentaries of the ACA
decision every day, and had spread to the UK.

But he was preparing, in the way of the
religious right, to fade into the background and
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let the younger and more dynamic figures
speak for him. He wasn't a bad spokesman for

the movement, clearly, and he obviously
benefited from the fact that the religious right

is not a force that has to take orders from
anyone else, a position most of the

movement's leaders would very much prefer to
avoid. That's over now, or at least won't be

anytime soon, however. It took Robertson 15
minutes to find a supporter for the New Jersey
governor's plan to give in to gay marriage, and
the comment about the GOP's "extremism" on

the religious liberty issue was some bitter,
outdated nonsense from a man who has

become a part of the Republican Party. And it's
clear that he has no intention of fading away --

certainly not
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