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So here is a tool that can be used to download the
free version of SilverFast AiA .A new report just
released by the World Wildlife Fund reveals that
certain species have been hit harder by climate
change than we thought, and that we may have to
adapt on a global scale to make sure our natural
resources remain available for future generations to
enjoy. But what do the numbers really tell us?
Population Matters has put together an infographic
showing how the proportion of species affected and
Impacted by climate change changes over time, and
how things could change in the near future. We've
got the facts and figures in a handy chart below, but
first some background information on this issue. If
you'll recall, back in 2012, a report from the United
Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) put the estimated number of species that
would go extinct by the end of this century at
"between 10 and 100 percent." Previous estimates
pegged the number closer to 1 to 2 percent. Some
experts have disputed the IPCC's numbers. What's
relevant to our infographic is that in April 2012,
scientists from the Norwegian Centre for
Environmental Research published a report on the
whole planet stating that species on Earth are facing
extinction at 1,000 times the rate they used to. "If
we do nothing, the rate of extinction could soar to a
level beyond our capacity to cope,"” the report said.
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The report goes on to say that climate change was
one of the primary reasons for this rate of
extinction. So what's changed between 2012 and
now? First, we're facing an extinction rate faster
than ever before. More than a third of all species
have disappeared from the planet and around half
of all the known species are in decline. But the
speed of extinction also changes over time, and it
becomes exponentially faster near the end of the
21st century, and some experts think we may be
seeing it already. To understand why that is, you
need to understand that the dominant trend in the
first half of the 21st century is the warming of the
climate. In addition to the warming of the climate,
we've also been adding additional anthropogenic
carbon dioxide to the atmosphere, which is itself a
cause for concern because of the ensuing
greenhouse effect. This, in turn, means that plants
are able to absorb more of that carbon dioxide into
their cells, and with that extra CO2, comes more
water. This phenomenon, known as "plant
transpiration," causes a rise in the global sea level
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