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Download.“When the hiring stopped, people had to figure out
‘What to do with the time and money I’ve invested in this
thing?'” South Loop resident Kate Gray told the Post-Dispatch.
“There were a lot of layoffs and confusion.” Finally, a few blocks
from downtown, homeowner Shane McNamara had the answer
he’d been looking for: a somewhat secluded place to enjoy a
drink. McNamara had been looking for a place to bar hop as
South Loop’s entertainment options started to dwindle. “People
were just building their own places,” he told the Post-Dispatch
in 2015. And then, “One thing led to another.” “People told us,
‘Why not your house?’” McNamara recalled. “It was before a lot
of bars got up on the riverfront, and [there wasn’t much
development] where we were.” McNamara moved the bar into
his basement, and Coquette was born. The bar is home to
Coquette’s Famous Chili and Cocktails. The two craft their own
cocktails and serve a menu of specialty dishes, including wings,
tacos and burgers. There’s also a flat screen television playing
sports in the corner. To keep the basement from looking like a
college dive bar, there’s a fixed wooden bar, a stained-glass-
covered back wall and a 1950s-era jukebox. A surf mural and
framed photos line the walls, and red velvet chairs are scattered
throughout. Upstairs, you’ll find more framed pictures and
beachy decor, and McNamara told the Post-Dispatch that
Coquette will soon become a restaurant as well, serving heavy
hitter food like slow-cooked barbecue pulled pork with sweet



potato casserole. Heading to Coquette is a bit of a trip. The bar
is located at 5132 Pennsylvania, just a mile away from the river,
and the trip downtown will take about 15 minutes. Coquette
f988f36e3a
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