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The premise is simple enough: build a
spaceship, send it into space, and try to find
your mother before she is swallowed up by a
black hole. But it's not that easy. In reality,
space (or at least outer space) is filled with
deadly radiation, energy weapons, time
dilation, frozen tesseracts, and other beasts
that slink around your spaceship. At the same
time, your mother is being eaten away by a
fleet of alien parasites or blown up by a time-
swift alien. The game's space stage is filled
with robotic cavemen, overgrown lizards, and
hostile asteroids, which the player must stop
from eating the mother and/or killing the
player himself. Despite this, the game is light
and has a quirky charm that some will love.
Its few shortcomings are the lack of a tutorial
and the rather obtuse way in which the space
stage works. For a 4-player title, this is a bit
disappointing. Prinny is a platform game in
the same vein as Ninja Gaiden and the SNES
classic Mega Man. There's only one mode, a
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one-screen arena, and the weapons are sticks
that you move with a d-pad or, once you've
found the right stick, a fire button. There are
powerups like extra lives and blocks. Those
who remember beat'em up classics like
Double Dragon (on the NES, of course) or any
of the Street Fighter games should recognize
the basic layout. The premise of Shadowrun is
simple enough: you are shadowrunning. It's a
small world, and you can only do so many
things at once. In the game, you are the time-
displaced son of a rogue geneticist who gets
captured by the aliens. You are part of a
larger group of mercenaries and runaroundkid
and get to work unearthing mysteries,
encountering dangers, and accomplishing
tasks all in a time-sensitive manner. Also, the
AI is extremely fun, although it's deceptively
simple. The controls are also super-simple:
you click to jump, and up arrow to fly. It's
tricky to get the hang of, but also very fun.
You basically just "run", hit the jump button,
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press up to jump, and run some more. There's
no start/stop button, so you can jump right
into the middle of a mission without any
warning. You can also reach out and grab
objects with your head pointer, which requires
a lot of practice. And when you are finished,
use CTRL-C to undo the current mission.
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