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kiA .According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, in 2009 60.2 percent
of the people working in the U.S. were employed in the private sector. The
remaining 39.8 percent of employed persons in the U.S. were employed in
the public sector. Among the public employees are teachers (11.5
percent), social workers (4.4 percent), administrators (3.3 percent), and
police officers (2.9 percent). Depending on the job assignment, these
groups may be collectively responsible for millions of dollars in non-
medical costs. According to Dr. Caroline Crane of University at Buffalo in
New York, a school nurse is exposed to blood, needle sticks and potentially
other illnesses. The nurse must respond to or report any concerns
immediately to school officials. School nurses administer immunizations
and laboratory tests. They also respond to health problems of students and
schools' staff. In addition to the risk of blood exposure, nurses may
experience needle sticks, lacerations, cuts, bites, and other traumatic
injuries. These injuries could expose school nurses to blood-borne
pathogens such as HIV, hepatitis B and C, and various strains of
tuberculosis. [WANT TO DOWNLOAD THIS ARTICLE IN PAPER VERSION?
Subscribe to our free daily newsletter and download the paper version.] A
school nurse, like a classroom teacher, has to accommodate the needs of a
whole host of people. She may be required to respond to a wide range of
medical, behavioral, and psychological situations. Sometimes she is called
upon to intervene in stressful crises or to help manage a relationship.
Surprisingly, however, many school nurses receive little guidance in
dealing with these crises and relationships, especially at an interpersonal
level. One school nurse who works in an urban public school reports that
people feel uncomfortable asking her advice about relationships. This is
particularly true when they are worried about breaking up with a boyfriend
or girlfriend. In addition, school nurses are not trained to provide advice or
counseling on a wide range of personal and family issues that arise. One
school nurse was expected to know the symptoms of drug abuse. The
nurse and her staff did not receive any training in the management of
substance abuse, and they did not know how to respond to an intervention
on substance abuse. The nurse must
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