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Mahabharata is a Sanskrit epic in verse. Its narrative spans two distinct
but related periods, the Kurukshetra War and the events following the
war. In this work, the major figures of the eponymous war are given
room, as are the minor characters. It describes this war from the
perspective of many different characters. According to the Mahabharata,
the war was fought between the Pandavas, the eldest sons of Pandu and
Kunti, and the Kauravas, the sons of Dhrtarashrni (or Dhrtarashrni
himself) and Kunti. The Pandavas prevailed, and the Kauravas were
vanquished in three forms of combat - a battle royal, a siege, and a
scavenging expedition. After the war, the Pandavas conquered the
kingdom of Khandavaprastha, after which they lived in exile from
Hastinapura and ruled the kingdom of Gandhara. The Kauravas divided
the kingdom of Hastinapura among them and ruled separately until the
reign of Kuru, at which time they again united. The epic also narrates the
fates of the minor characters. The Mahabharata consists of three parts
(called Adi Kanda, Parva Kanda, and Anu Kanda in English). The first part,
Adi Kanda, or the First Part, consists of 2,048 verses and describes the
Pandavas and the Kauravas before the war, and the events leading up to
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