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an unquoted string [A-Za-z]+ matches any sequence of letters \+ is the end-of-string anchor character The backslash is needed because the shell is trying to convert the escape into a shell escape character. If the pattern is only a
regular expression, you could have used it directly: grep -o '[A-Za-z]\+' billing-2/getqgte.txt That's the same as: grep -0 '[A-Za-z]\+' billing-2/getqte.txt | grep -0 '[A-Za-z]\+' You didn't ask about how to do a regex, so that will be left
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